DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
Our vision for Auchnagatt School is a secure, happy place to learn where everyone is
encouraged to take pride in themselves, those around them and their work and where
everyone’s efforts are valued and celebrated.
Dear Parents/Carers
Read Write Count/Book Bags
I hope the P3s are all enjoying the books and
activities in their Read Write Count Bags.
Unfortunately we still do not have the P1 Book
Bags, as soon as we get them we will send them
home.
Christmas Arrangements
Christmas is fast approaching
and with the disruption over the
last week or so we are a wee bit
behind in our preparations!
Parties
P5-7 – Tuesday 14 December
P3/4 – Wednesday 15 December
P1/2 – Thursday 16 December
Each class will have their own party next week,
all the parties will be in the afternoon. I would
ask that children ‘dress down’ for their party,
they will need clothes that they are comfortable
in all day and are warm enough for going outside
at break time and lunchtime. If they have a
Christmas jumper this would be ideal.
Thank you once again to the Parent Council who
are providing the funding for the food and prizes
for the parties.
Santa’s Visit
Once again Santa parked his
Sleigh at the Village Hall over
the weekend, if you have not
seen it yet it is worth coming
down for a look. Pat and John
Anderson have worked very hard
on his upgrade this year and he certainly brings
some festive cheer to the village.
Santa is not able to visit in person again this year
but he is going to send us a recorded message
from his grotto. In his message he will let the
children know that he will leave their gifts in his
sleigh outside the Village Hall. All being well
technology and weather wise, the children will
watch the recording on Monday 20 December

then each class will walk down to the hall with
their class teacher and an elf helper to collect
their presents. We will ask the children to take
their presents home to open – it is up to you
whether they keep them until Christmas Day.
Thanks again to the Parent Council for supporting
us with this.
Panto
Also on Monday 20 December we will watch our
virtual panto Aladdin which the Parent Council
have kindly purchased for us, they have also
provided popcorn and drinks to enjoy at the
interval.
Christmas Lunch
School Christmas Lunch is
on Tuesday 21 December.
Although we cannot all sit
down together for this, we
will have Christmas music and the Parent Council
will provide crackers for the children. Children
can also wear their Christmas jumper to add to
the festive feel.
You should have already returned your form
indicating your child’s choice for Christmas lunch,
if you have not returned this please do so as soon
as possible. If your child is not taking the school
Christmas lunch they will require a packed lunch.
Christmas Cards
As previously communicated, children should not
bring Christmas Cards into school for sharing
this year, instead families are invited to make a
small donation to our chosen charity - the
Central Buchan Christmas Appeal. This is a
local charity where all the gifts and donations
are distributed in the Buchan area. The Giving
Trees are located in the following places this
year, the link to the Amazon wish list is also
attached:
Jane Keenan Design, Station Road, Maud
Changes by Leanne, The Square, Station Road,
Maud
Serenity By Pam, Unit 5, Old Mart Site
Websters Pharmacy, Strichen

Websters Pharmacy, New Deer
Websters Pharmacy, New Pitsligo
Longleys, Deer Road, Maud
The Lodge, Strichen
Food For Thought, The Brae, New Deer
Shears Hair Salon, Market Street, Maud
Old Mart Café, Maud
Old Mart Resource Centre, Maud
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2D8PC
WPWRS8W0?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR2uyBq
Hk983c-J3Qe4SKII6IgVWhoV-is8Pf9P8sf8ebtFB_c6fRtXEDE
Winter Weather
As we move into the colder
months children will continue to
be outside at break time and
lunchtime unless the weather is
severe, there are also times
when children are outside as part of their
learning. Please ensure pupils come to school
with appropriate clothing and footwear. It is
also a good idea to have a spare pair of
socks/tights, skirt/trousers in their bag in case
they get wet or muddy.
Adverse Weather Arrangements
Should the school be required to close this will
be announced on Aberdeenshire Council’s
Website:
https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/Apps/school
s-closures/
You also have the option to sign up to receive
email alerts when your school(s) updates their
closure status:
https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/myAberdeen
shire/
A message will also be left on the School
Information Line: Tel: 0370 054 4999 then
021240. Please note that, “where school
transport is not running, please do not take your
child(ren) to school yourself, unless it is safe to
do so. If you do take your child(ren) to school,
you must also be able to collect them at the end
of the day or earlier if the school is required to
close”.
In the event of a closure, where possible, class
teachers will use Google Classroom to post work
as we do for homework.
Miss Greenlaw
I am delighted to share with you that Miss
Greenlaw, our School Administrator, is getting
married just before Christmas. I am sure you

will all join with me in congratulating her and
wishing her a fantastic wedding day and many
years of happiness. Her new name will be Mrs
Crawford.
Term 3
Term 3 begins on Wednesday 5 January. We
will begin the term with a whole school cooperative week focusing on literacy, with a focus
on fiction and in particular Fairy Tales. We will
start the week by discussing favourite stories
and the children will be asked to design their own
cover for their favourite book. I would be
grateful if you can have a chat with your child
about their favourite story book and they can
either bring it to school with them or have a note
of the title and author. Their favourite book
may be one they have read recently or it may be
one that was a favourite bedtime story when
they were younger. If they have more than one
favourite, don’t worry, they just need to choose
one and be able to discuss why they enjoyed
reading/listening to it. We will also be looking
closely at the structure of Fairy Tales and work
on producing their own Fairy Tale or a twist on a
well known tale. This builds on the work P1/2 and
P3/4 have done in their writing this term and P57 will extend their writing skills further.
P1 Enrolment Week
Next session’s P1 enrolment week takes place
from Monday 10 to Friday 14 January.
Enrolment will be online again this year:
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/schools/schoo
l-info/admissions/primary-school-registration/
Please can you circulate this information to
any parents of pupils who will be eligible to
start school in August 2021.
May/June Public Holidays
We have just had confirmation this week that, in
recognition of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee the
usual May Day Public Holiday will be moved from
Monday 2 May to Thursday 2 June and there will
be an additional Public Holiday on Friday 3 June,
we also have our Occasional Day on Monday 6
June.
COVID Information
As you will know, the way contacts are being
traced and the rules around isolation have
changed. Below are links to information from
both the Scottish Government and the NHS on
what this means:
Twitter
Instagram

Facebook
The explainer video has been updated on NHS
inform www.nhsinform.scot/contact-tracing
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Contact tracing in
Scotland.
What we mean by contact tracing and what to
expect if you're identified as a contact of
someone who has tested positive
www.nhsinform.scot
Remember if your child or someone in your
household has symptoms please do not send
your child to school, book a PCR test, isolate
until you get your results and then follow the
advice from Test and Protect. Please also let the
school know if your child’s absence is COVID
related.
Online Safety
I have again included the ThinkUKnow website
which has a wealth of trusted information for
parents and pupils which is regularly updated as
well as advice on where to go for help.

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/?utm_source=Thin
kuknow&utm_campaign=03f521e658TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_21_04_20&
utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b5450555403f521e658-54385293
Diary Dates
Tues 14 Dec
Wed 15 Dec
Thurs 16 Dec
Mon 20 Dec
Tues 21 Dec
Wed 5 Jan

P5-7 party
P3/4 party
P1/2 party
Santa am
virtual panto pm
Christmas Lunch
End of term
Term 3

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank you all for your continued support during
what continues to be a challenging time. I wish
you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year where hopefully we can begin to return to a
more normal routine. I look forward to working
with you again in 2022.

Yours sincerely
Jill Thomson
Head Teacher

