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DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
Our vision for Auchnagatt School is a secure, happy place to learn where everyone is encouraged to take pride in themselves, those around them and their work and where everyone’s efforts are valued and celebrated.

Dear Parents/Carers
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Children in Need

The children had great fun on Friday 17th November raising money for Children in Need.  It was lovely to see everyone dressed up in spots, yellow or as Pudsey or Blush.  The morning started with the pupils working in their co-operative groups to complete a Pudsey Orienteering course, part of the challenge was to work as a team and ensure everyone kept together and had a role to play.  Everyone completed the course with each team collecting a word or words at their final station to make up a sentence.  The Pupil Council then had wet sponges thrown at them, this caused great excitement both from the pupils having the sponges thrown at them and the pupils throwing the sponges – there was more enthusiasm than accuracy!  Thank you to Mr Anderson and Ellon Rugby Club for lending us their “Soak the Coach”.  As a result we raised a fantastic £121.17 for this worthwhile charity.
The Pupil Council have made a display on their notice board in the front hall of photos taken on the day. 

Cookbooks/Tea towels

Just a reminder, if you ordered 60th Anniversary Cookbooks or tea towels please come and collect them before the end of term.  There are a few spares of each, get in touch with the office if you would like any extras.  We also have some bookmarks available at 50p each.
Community Café

On Friday 24th November we held a very successful Community Café and Open Morning with Fairtrade Stall.  We also had some former pupils come along to see the 60th Anniversary displays.  

The next Community Café will take place on Friday 26th January when the winners of our Scots/Doric poetry competition will recite their poems.

Satrosphere Trip

The pupils from P1 – 4 enjoyed a trip to Satrosphere on Monday 27th November in connection with their class project of Electricity.  The pupils learned about the symbols used in electrical circuits before making their own circuits with lights, buzzers etc.  They also had a chance to explore the interactive exhibitions before returning to school.
Science Workshops
On Friday 1st December, as part of her role as a Science Ambassador for the BP School Link Programme, Dr Turin very kindly came in to deliver science workshops to the P2 – 4 and P5 – 7 classes. 
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The P2 – 4 pupils worked in teams in the Lego Towers workshop where they had to plan their build, complete the tallest tower they could with the materials available and then work out the costings to find out if they had made a profit or loss.  This was a challenging workshop but the children had good fun and learned lots of skills for learning, life and work including working to a timescale, working to a design brief, quality control and profit and loss.
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The P5 – 7 pupils took part in the Rocks and Fossils workshop where they learned about different types of rocks and how they are formed, fossils and how they are formed and how oil and gas are formed and trapped in different types of rock.  This was a hands on workshop which culminated in the pupils making their own potential oil trap. 
Christmas Arrangements

The term is flying past and we are now well into Christmas preparations and activities.  Below is a roundup of all the activities taking place in school over the next 2 weeks, you should already have received information or permission slips for all of these activities.
School Council Disco
This is on Thursday 14th December 6.00 – 7.30pm.  Please ensure you leave an emergency contact number where you can be reached during the disco if you are not staying to help. 
Christmas Lunch
The school Christmas Lunch is on Friday 15th December.  Pupils should have returned their slips by now.  If pupils are not having Christmas dinner then they will need a packed lunch.
Community Christmas Service

Maud and Savoch Church will once again be holding a Family Christmas Service in Auchnagatt Village Hall on Sunday 17th December from 6.30 – 7.30pm, pupils, parents and wider family and friends are warmly invited to attend.  We have been asked if pupils can sing the songs they have been practising in school at this service.  If your child(ren) are able to come along and sing please contact the school office so we can make the necessary arrangements.

Santa’s Grotto
Once again our ‘Wee House’ will be transformed into a Grotto on Monday 18th December for Santa’s visit.   The children will all get the opportunity to visit Santa and receive a present from him.  P6 & 7 pupils will be elves for the morning and help with the smooth running of this event and the School Council will have tea, coffee and mince pies available in the school hall for parents.  Please ensure you let the school office know whether or not you are able to attend to see your child receive their present form Santa so that no one misses out.

Panto Trip

Our annual trip to the panto is on Tuesday 19th December.  This year the panto is Aladdin.  We will have an early lunch that day and leave school at 12.30pm with an expected return time of around 5.30pm.  I will put a message on the school phoneline when we leave Aberdeen.  (0370 054 4999 – 02 1240)

Many thanks to the School Council who have bought the tickets and to the Gala Committee whose donation has paid for the bus.
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Christmas Show

The rehearsals for our school show, Straw and Order, are well under way and we are all really excited about how it is shaping up.  The performances are on Wednesday 20th December:- afternoon performance at 1.45pm and evening performance at 6.30pm.  Please could pupils be back at school between 6.00pm and 6.15pm so they have time to get ready for the evening performance.  Parents can collect their children from the classrooms after the performances.
We will be filming the show and a DVD of the performance will be available in the New Year.  I would ask that parents refrain from taking pictures or videos during the performance as this can be off putting for the children.  

Pupils are designing the tickets and programmes and we will issue these as soon as they are ready, each family is guaranteed 2 tickets per performance if they require them and we will allocate any spare tickets to those who have indicated they would like extras *please note these are not guaranteed*.  

Parties

Thursday 21st December:
· P1 – 4  9.15 – 10.45am
· P5 – 7 1.30 – 3.00pm
Pupils can bring their party clothes to school and get changed in class before their party.  Thank you to the School Council for providing the food and prizes for the parties.
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Church Service

We will join with New Deer School to hold a joint end of term Christmas Service in St Kane’s Church New Deer at 10am on Friday 22nd December.  Parents, carers, friends and relatives are all warmly invited along.  There will be a silver collection for charity at the entrance of the church.
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As we are in the midst of wintery weather please can I remind you the children will be outside at break time and lunchtimes unless the weather is severe, there are also times when children are outside as part of their learning.  Please ensure pupils come to school in appropriate clothing and footwear.

Term 3

Term 3 begins on Monday 8th January and is already shaping up to be very busy.  We will begin the term with a whole school co-operative week focusing on literacy.  We have been lucky enough to secure the Youth Music Initiative (YMI) project “Jazzamatazz”.  This is a 12 session programme which will be delivered by saxophonist Mike Brogan to both the P2 – 4 class and the P5 – 7 class over the course of term 3.  You can find out more about Mike here:
http://www.mikebroganmusic.com/about/4586094071
Diary Dates
	Fri 15 Dec
	Christmas lunch 12:00

	Mon 18 Dec
	Santa visit

	Tues 19 Dec
	Panto – Aladdin

	Wed 20 Dec
	Straw and Order pm and evening

	Thurs 21 Dec
	P1 – 4 Christmas Party am

P5 -7 Christmas Party pm

	Fri 22 Dec
	New Deer Church Service 10am

End of term

	Mon 8 Jan
	Start of Spring Term

	Fri 26 Jan
	Community Café

	Fri 9 Feb
	Holiday

	Mon 12 Feb
	Holiday

	Tues 13 Feb
	In Service Day

	Wed 14 Feb
	In Service Day

	Fri 23 Feb
	Community Cafe

	Tues 6 Mar
	Tempest Class photo

Childsmile fluoride varnish pm

	Wed 28 Mar
	Open afternoon and Parents evening

	Fri 30 Mar 
	Holiday

	Mon 16 April
	Start of Summer Term


Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  I look forward to working with you again in 2018.
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Yours sincerely
Jill Thomson

Head Teacher                                       
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